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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
LORENA CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2025 6:30 P.M. 
LORENA CITY HALL 

107-A S. FRONTAGE ROAD, LORENA TEXAS 
 

THE PUBLIC WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN THE MEETING BY VIDEOCONFERENCING    
  AT THE FOLLOWING LINK https://meet.goto.com/559363309  
  The City Council Meeting will be opened to the public.  
 

Questions and comments on items listed on the agenda may be emailed no later than  
NOON on the day of the meeting to the City Secretary Monica Hendrix via email to mhendrix@lorenatx.gov 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Citizens questions or comments.   

At this time any person with business before the Council not scheduled on the agenda may speak to the   Council. Comments are 
limited to three (3) minutes, and this time is not transferable.  Under the Texas Open Meetings Act, the Council is prohibited 
from discussing, responding, or acting on any comments or items that have not been properly posted on the agenda.  This 
forum is limited to a total of 30 minutes.             

4. Approval of Minutes: 
a. January 21, 2025 

5. Committee and Corporation Reports: 
a. Lorena Economic Development Corporation 
b. Lorena Planning and Zoning Commission 

6. Presentation of 2024 Fiscal Year Audit. 
7. Discussion and possible action accepting the 2024 Fiscal Year Audit. 
8. Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 2025-0121-02 adopting a Condition Use Permit(CUP) to allow a 

Convenience Store with fuel sales along the I-35 Corridor District, tabled from the January 21, 2025 city 
council meeting. 

9. Discussion and possible action on Resolution 2025-0218-01 authorizing membership in the Atmos cities 
steering committee. 

10. Discussion and possible action authorizing the City of Lorena to retire K9 Drogen into the care of his former 
handler, Jay Greer.  

11. Discussion and possible action authorizing the Chief of Police to enter into a contract between the City of 
Lorena and Jay Greer regarding the terms of Drogen’s retirement.    

12. Police Department Report. 
13. City Manager Report. 

a. Year 3 (final year) of PCED certification training is the first week of March 2025.  Will attend  
continuing education each year to maintain certification. 

b. Employee Kaylee Davis and husband Issac is expecting baby Elizah Davis on February 24th.   
14. Future Agenda Items. 
15. Adjourn 

 
 I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the governing body of 
the City of Lorena, Texas, was posted on the front door at the Lorena City Hall and the city website at on 
February 13, 2025.  
 
  Monica Hendrix 

  Monica Hendrix-City Secretary 
 
 

https://meet.goto.com/559363309
mailto:mhendrix@lorenatx.gov
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PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.127 OF THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, AND IN CONJUCTION WITH THE 
GUIDANCE AND PROVISIONS PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNOR OF TEXAS IN THE DECLARATION OF DISASTER 
ENACTED MARCH 13, 2020, MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL MAY BE PARTICIPATING REMOTELY IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT, AS TEMPORARILY MODIFIED BY THE GOVERNOR.  
 
Attendance by Other Elected or Appointed Officials – NOTICE OF POSSIBLE QUORUM: It is anticipated that 
members of City Council or other city board, commissions and/or committees may attend the meeting in 
numbers that may constitute a quorum of the other city boards, commissions and/or committees. Notice is 
hereby given that the meeting, to the extent required by law, is also noticed as a meeting of the other 
boards, commissions and/or committees of the City, whose members may be in attendance. The members 
of the boards, commissions and/or committees may participate in discussions on the same items listed on 
the agenda, which occur at the meeting, but no action will be taken by such in attendance unless such item 
and action is specifically provided for on an agenda for that board, commission or committee subject to the 
Texas Open Meetings Act.  
 
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, the City of Lorena will provide reasonable 
accommodations for persons attending and/or participating in City Council meetings.  The facility is 
wheelchair accessible, with handicap parking available at the side of the building. Requests for sign 
interpreters or special services must be received seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting by calling the 
City Secretary at 254-857-4641. 
 
 
PROCEDURES FOR CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AT MEETINGS 
 
The meetings will be streamed live on the City of Lorena’s Facebook page. 
 
Citizens who wish to address the Council on any item on the agenda or under the hearing of visitors, must 
submit questions via email to the City Secretary Monica Hendrix @ mhendrix@lorenatx.gov or in person at 
Lorena City Hall at 107-A S. Frontage Road by NOON on the day of the meeting.  Your comments will be read 
into the records during the meeting. 
 
Council may not comment publicly on issues raised during citizen comments that are not listed on the 
agenda but may direct the City Manager to resolve or request the matter to be placed on a future agenda.  
Such public comments shall not include any “deliberation” as defined by Chapter 551 of the Government 
Code, as now or hereafter amended. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 











STAFF REPORT 
To: Chairman Bagby and Members of the Planning & Zoning Commission 

 

From: George Adams, Planning Consultant 

 

Date of Meeting: January 13, 2025 

 

RE: Conduct a Public Hearing and consider a recommendation to the City Council for a request from 

Amir Maknojia, applicant, for a Conditional Use Permit for a Convenience Store with Fuel Sales located 

within the IC – Interstate Corridor zoning district and being 10.00 acres of land generally located on the 

east service road I-35 and north of S. Old Temple Road. (Note: This project is also known as Foodie’s 

Corner or FC Travel Center). 

 

HISTORY:  City Council previously approved a Conditional Use Permit for this site on December 19, 2022 

(CUP-2022-01).  In late 2023 the applicant requested a 1-year extension per section 3.2.4. of the Lorena 

Zoning Code.  This extension was approved by the Zoning Administrator, extending the life of the 

Conditional Use Permit to December 19, 2024.   The 2022 Ordinance is included as Attachment A. 

 

The applicant is requesting to construct a convenience store/travel center business that will provide fuel 

sales and retail sales service to Interstate 35 travelers as well as local residents of the city.  The 

conceptual site plan indicates the convenience store is proposed to be approximately 19,000 square feet 

in area. There are two gas canopy areas indicated on the concept plan, one parallel and in front of the 

main building and the other canopy behind the building for fueling large transport trucks. Attachment B 

provides the Applicant’s summary of the project, including requested waivers or variances from city 

code. Exhibit B includes the site plan and preliminary plat for the project. 

 

The required parking for the convenience store is one (1) space per one 140 square feet of building area 

plus one (1) space for each 3 gasoline pump units (a unit may have up to six (6) nozzles for gasoline 

disbursement) for a total of 140 required parking spaces.  A total of 153 parking spaces are provided 

throughout the site with 118 spaces for cars and 35 spaces for large semi-tractor trucks.      

 

A storm water detention pond and area for a septic system is proposed on the southern edge of the 

property. Two points of access into and out of the site are shown on the I-35 Interstate frontage road 

and two points of access in indicated on S. Old Temple Road.   

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  The Future Land Use Map for this area is designated as High Intensity 

Commercial and the application is in compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.   

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

If the Planning & Zoning Commission chooses to approve the applicant’s request for a Conditional Use 

Permit for a convenience store with fuel sales, staff would propose the following conditions of approval: 



(1) That the development shall generally adhere to the conceptual Site Plan and Architectural 

Elevations (Exhibits B and C). 

 

(2)  That no outside storage or display shall be allowed on the property with the exception of an ice 

sales freezer and a propane cage. 

  

(3) Any construction resulting from the approval of this Conditional Use Permit shall conform to the 

requirements set forth by the Lorena Zoning Ordinance, the International Building Code (IBC), the 

Lorena Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted engineering and fire codes and with all other 

applicable regulatory requirements administered and/or enforced by the state and federal 

government.  

 

(4) No parking for semi-truck is permitted over 24 hours. 

 

Planning and Zoning Commission recommendations are shown in red text below. 

In addition, the applicant is requesting to modify the ordinance by including the following, these are 

described in Attachment B and include: 

1) Request to allow one pylon pole sign not to exceed 80’ in height and with a maximum surface 

area of 785 square feet on the property, rather than the standards of Section 12.4.OO Pylon Sign 

which limit a pylon sign to 300 square feet in area and 25 feet in height. (See Exhibit A). 

Recommend approval of 80' height and 785 sf area, with condition of removing one monument 

sign closest to pylon sign. 

 

2) Remove the following requirement and language: Permanent signs shall be posted at the 

entrance and parking lot islands and along the perimeter in and around the truck parking field 

that state “NO OVERNIGHT PARKING _ VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED AWAY AT VEHICLE OWNER’S 

EXPENSE’’. 

Recommend Overnight parking-Permanent signs shall be posted at the entrance and parking 

lot islands and along the perimeter in and around the truck parking field that state “NO 

PARKING FROM 12AM TO 6AM _  PARKING VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED AWAY AT VEHICLE 

OWNER’S EXPENSE’’ 

 

3) Request to not provide sidewalks along I-35 Frontage Road and South Old Temple Road as 

required by Section 7.02 of the Lorena Subdivision Ordinance.  

Recommend requiring sidewalks on both I-35 and Old Temple Road as per city ordinances. 

4) Per Section 10.2.4. Use of Alternative Exterior Materials request to allow building materials as 

shown Exhibit C, this will permit the use of stucco.  

Recommend approval of applicant’s request. 

 

5) Request to not provide landscape Foundation Plantings adjacent to the building per Section 
6.12.5.E. 
Recommend approval of applicant’s request. 

 

 



6) Request to cluster street trees rather than provide at 40 feet spacing per Section 6.12.5.H. 
Recommend approval of applicant’s request. Trees that were to be placed at entrances on I-35 

will be allocated at other areas of the property. 

 

7) Request to not have an interior landscape parking islands per Section 12.5.J.1: 

a. At the front of the proposed building.  

b. At two locations on the north side of the property where truck parking is provided.  

Striped islands are proposed in lieu of landscaped islands. 

c. Trees required for these landscape islands will be planted in other areas of the site. 

Recommend approval of applicant’s request. 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  This CUP is recommended for approval with the condition sidewalks are provided 

along Old Temple Road.    

 

List of Attachments and Exhibits: 

Attachment A – Ordinance 2022-1219-01 

Attachment B – Applicant’s Summary Letter 

Exhibit A – Foodie’s Pole Sign Exhibit 

Exhibit B – Foodie’s Overall Site Plan and Preliminary Plat 

Exhibit C – Foodie’s Building Elevations 



AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LORENA, TEXAS

oRpTNANCE NO. 2022-1219-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LORENA, TEXAS, AMENDING THE
ZONING CODE SO AS TO GRANT A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO
ALLOW A CONVENIENCE STORE WITH FUEL SALES IN THE IC
DISTRICT (INTERSTATE CORRIDOR ZONING DISTRICT) AND BEING
1O.OO ACRES OF LAND IN THE JAMES SPROWLES SURVEY,
ABSTRACT NUMBER 818, MCLENNAN COUNTY, TEXAS, BEING OUT
OF THAT CALLED 5.78 ACRES OF LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED TO
RSB4 PROPERTIES B, LLC, RECORDED UNDER INSTRUMENT
NUMBER 2010035985 OF THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF MCLENNAN
couNTY, TEXAS, BEING OUT OF THAT CALLED 5.51 ACRES OF
LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED TO RSB4 PROPERTIES B, LLC,
RECORDED UNDER INSTRUMENT 2010035985 OF THE OFFICIAL
PUBLIC RECORDS OF MCLENNAN COUINTY, TEXAS, BEING OUT OF
THAT CALLED 5.51ACRES OF LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED TO RSB4
PROPERTIES B, LLC, RECORDED UNDER INSTRUMENT NUMBER
2010035986 OF THE OFFICIAL PUBLIC RRECORDS OF MCLENNAN
couNTY, TEXAS, AND BEING OUT OF THAT CALLED 412.29 ACRES
OF LAND DESCRIBED IN A DEED TO ROBERT S. BRASWELL IV,
RECORDED IN VOLUME 1645, PAGE 322 OF THE DEED RECORDS OF
MCLENNAN COUNTY, TEXAS, GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE
EAST SERVICE ROAD OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 35 NEAR SOUTH
OLD TEMPLE ROAD; MAKING FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR
RELATED MATTERS; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the owner of the properry described hereinafter (the "Properly") has requested

that the Property be granted a CUP (Conditional Use Permit) to allow a convenience store with fuel
sales in the IC District (Interstate Corridor Zoning District); and being 10.00 acres of land in the James

Sprowles Survey, Abstract Number 818, Mclennan County, Texas, being out of that called 5.78 acres

of land described in a deed to RSB4 Properties B, LLC, recorded under Instrument Number
2010035985 of the Official Records of Mclennan County, Texas, being out of that called 5.51 acres

of land described in a deed to RSB4 Properties B, LLC, recorded under Instrument Number
2010035985 of the Official Public Records of Mclennan County, Texas, being out of that called 5.51

acres of land described in a deed to RSB4 Properties B, LLC, recorded under Instrument Number
2010035986 of the Official Public Records of Mclennan County, Texas, and being out of that called
412.29 acres of land described in a deed to Robert S. Braswell fV, recorded in Volume 1645, Page

322 of the Deed Records of Mclennan County, Texas generally located on east service road of I-35
and near S. Old Temple Road; and

being more fully described in Exhibit 'A' of this ordinance, which is attached hereto and
incorporated herein for all purposes; and

WHEREAS, after giving at least ten (10) days written notice to the owners of land within
two hundred (200') feet of the Property, the Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing
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on the proposed CUP (Conditional Use Permit) for a convenience store with fuel sales and forwarded
its recommendation on the request to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, after publishing notice of the public hearing at least fifteen (15) days prior to
the date of such hearing, the City Council at a public hearing has reviewed the request and the
circumstances of the Property and finds that the request warrants approval.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
oF LORENA, TEXAS, THAT:

SECTION 1. Findines. The foregoing recitals are hereby found to be true and correct and
are hereby adopted by the City Council and made a part hereof for all purposes as findings of fact.

SECTION 2. Amendment of Zoning Ordinance. Ordinance No. 2018-1210-01, as
amended, the City of Lorena Composite ZoningOrdinance (the "Zoning Ordinance" or "Code"), is
hereby modified and amended by granting the CUP (Conditional Use Permit) on the Property as set
forth in Section 3.

SECTION 3. Propertv Rezoned. The Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended by granting a
CUP (Conditional Use Permit) for a convenience store with fuel sales in the IC - Interstate Corridor
District on property described on Exhibit 'A' and shall be subject to the following conditions:

1. That the development shall adhere to the conceptual Site Plan attached hereto as Exhibit
rB'.

2. That the development shall generally adhere to the conceptual Elevation attached hereto
as Exhibit'C'.

3. No outside storage or display shall be allowed on the property with the exception of an
ice sales fteezer and a propane cage.

4. Any construction resulting from the approval of this Conditional Use Permit shall
conform to the requirements set forth by the Lorena Zoning Ordinance, the International
Building Code (IBC), the Lorena Municipal Code of Ordinances, city adopted
engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory requirements
administered and/or enforced by the state and federal govemment.

5. No ovemight parking permitted.

6. Permanent signs shall be posted at the entrance and parking lot islands and along the
perimeter in and around the truck parking field that state "NO OVERNIGHT PARKING
_ VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED AWAY AT VEHICLE OWNER'S EXPENCE''

SECTION 4. Recordins Zoninq Chanee. The City Council directs the Planning
Department to record this zoning classification on the City's official zoning map with the official
notation as prescribed by the City's zoning ordinance.
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SECTION 5. Severabilitv. Should any section or part of this Ordinance be held
unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, or the application to any person or circumstance for any reasons

thereof ineffective or inapplicable, such unconstitutionality, illegality, invalidity, or ineffectiveness of
such section or part shall in no way affect, impair or invalidate the remaining portion or portions
thereof; but as to such remaining portion or portions, the same shall be and remain in full force and

effect and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.

SECTION 6. Penaltv. Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the
provisions of this Ordinance or who shall fail to comply with any provisions hereof within the
corporate limits of the City of Lorena shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be

fined with the maximum fine in the amount of two thousand dollars ($2,000) for a violation of any
provision goveming the public health, safety, morals and welfare and shall be fined with the
maximum fine in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500) for any other violation.

SECTION 7. Open Meetinss. That it is hereby officially found and determined that the

meeting at which this Ordinance is passed was open to the public as required and that public notice
of the time, place, and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act,
Chapt. 551, Texas Govemment Code.

SECTION 8. Effective Date. The Mayor is hereby authorized to sign this ordinance and the
City Secretary to attest.

PASSED AND APPROVED on this the /C\ilt day of f,iurrrlut, 2022.

ATTEST: THE CITY OF LORENA, TEXAS:

Hendrix, City Secretary Tommv Mayor

llttllllillttlr,

ll

--t

I lll\

tl tltrt\1'
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October 28, 2024 

Monica Hendrix 
City Secretary 
107-A, S. frontage rd. Lorena, Texas 76655  

 
Engineering Summary Letter 
Conditional Use Application 
McLennan County Parcel ID: 358367 

On behalf of Bruceville Development LLC, please accept the attached conditional use 
permit application change application for the proposed Foodie’s Corner Travel Center 
located at Northeast Corner of the intersection of I-35 and South Old Temple Road. 

The 10-acre tract is located within the full purpose jurisdiction of City of Lorena city 
limits and is currently zoned in the Interstate 35 Planned Corridor District (IC). In 
December 2022, a conditional use permit for this tract was approved under the zoning 
ordinance number. 2022-1219-01 to allow for a convenience store with fuel sales. A 
one-time extension planned to expire in December 19,2024 was also granted for this 
site.  

The primary purpose of this conditional use permit is to allow this development an 80’ 
high pole sign as per the attached Exhibit A. Due to the location of the site and the 
adjacent I-35 corridor, a sign of such nature will help travelers easily identify the site and 
safely exit the interstate if they plan to stop.  

As the City may be aware, we are very excited for the Foodie's Corner’s Travel Center 
to be in the City of Lorena. We are asking for this sign so that we can compete with 
other Travel Centers on the I-35 corridor. This project will be a $15M+ facility that plans 
to add 30+ employees. We are hoping the city staff considers our request and helps us 
build a successful project located in the City of Lorena.  
As part of this application, we would like to modify the conditions as part of zoning 
ordinance number. 2022-1219-01 as follows: 
 

ATTACHMENT B 
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1. That the development shall adhere to the conceptual site plan attached hereto as 
Exhibit B.  
 

2. That the development shall generally adhere to the conceptual elevation 
attached hereto as Exhibit C.  
 
 

3. No outside storage or display shall be allowed on the property with the exception 
of an ice sales freezer and a propane cage.  
 

4. Any construction resulting from the approval of this Conditional Use Permit shall 
conform to the requirements set forth by the Lorena Zoning Ordinance, the 
International Building Code (IBC), the Lorena Municipal Code of Ordinances, city 
adopted engineering and fire codes and with all other applicable regulatory 
requirements administered and/or enforced by the state and federal government.  
 
 

5. No parking for semi-truck is permitted over 24 hours.  
 

6. Permanent signs shall be posted at the entrance and parking lot islands and 
along the perimeter in and around the truck parking field that state “NO 
OVERNIGHT PARKING _ VIOLATORS WILL BE TOWED AWAY AT VEHICLE 
OWNER’S EXPENCE’’. If this note is consistent with other developments in the 
City of Lorena, we are open to adding this as a condition. Just looking at this site 
and the proximity to how far all the residential developments are located, we 
would like to remove this as a condition.  
 
 

7. Allow one pylon pole sign not to exceed 80’ in height and with a maximum 
advertisable surface area of 604 sq.ft. and fuel display surface area of 355 sq.ft. 
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Alternate Compliance/ Modification Request: 
 

1. Request for a pole sign as described above and shown in Exhibit A. 
 
Reasoning: Please see above.  

 
2. Request to not provide sidewalks along I-35 Frontage Road and South Old 

Temple Road. This is consistent to what is being shown in the site plan and the 
prelim plat, Exhibit B.  
 
Reasoning:  
- Sidewalks along TxDOT Interstate 35 Frontage Road pose pedestrian safety 

concerns with the posted speed limit.  
 

- Sidewalks are not existent in the immediate vicinity of this project, and adding 
sidewalks would not be congruent with the current land use and traffic 
patterns.   

- Similar developments in the area, such as the Roadster development on I-35 
and Old Temple Road, did not construct sidewalks along either right-of-way. 
   

- Sidewalk on I-35 frontage was not provided under the approved under the 
zoning ordinance number. 2022-1219-01.      
   

- Sidewalk on South Old Temple Road can be addressed with the agreement 
and the TIA coordination ongoing with the city staff. Our intent is the sidewalk 
in South Old Temple Road shall be built when there is ROW improvement or 
when the road is expanded. We don’t want don’t to install a sidewalk that 
could potentially be demolished in the future.  

 
3. Request to allow building materials as shown Exhibit C, which includes the use 

of stucco.  
 
Reasoning: No new building materials are being proposed when comparing to 
what was previously approved under the approved under the zoning ordinance 
number. 2022-1219-01. The Exhibit C, provided with application mainly just 
shows the use of stucco instead of the Ceraclad panels (EIFS) that were being 
utilized on the side of the building. This is mainly due to the significant cost 
increase in materials in recent years.  
 

4. Foundation Plantings (Section 6.12.5.E) - This project is a travel center/ gas 
station, much of the space against the side of the building is needed for things 
like ice chests, propane lockers, or other similar uses. Given this, it is not feasible 
for this project to provide the required foundation plantings as specified.  
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Reasoning: We are proposing additional planting beds throughout the site to 
make up for this deficit. The area of these additional beds combined will be 
greater than the area that the ordinance would have otherwise required.  

5. Street Trees (Section 6.12.5.H) - Considering this project is a travel center/ gas 
station, it is our priority to maintain as much visibility from the street as we 
possibly can. The I-35 N corridor is a very busy route, and we believe it is crucial 
to be visible to drivers on this road. Given this, we are requesting permission to 
cluster trees within the bufferyard area in order to maximize this visibility from I-
35.  

Reasoning: With this design, we will retain the required number of trees, but 
reorganize them so that they provide better visibility from I-35 while still providing 
a buffer and screening from the street and adjacent properties at the same time.  

6. Parking Lot Islands (Section 6.12.5.J.1)  
a. At the front of our proposed building, we show 18 consecutive parking 

spaces without an interior parking island. We are requesting permission to 
not have an interior parking island breaking up this row.  

Reasoning: On the row of parking along I-35, we are showing 33 parking spaces 
with five parking islands – one on each end and three in the middle. According to 
the ordinance, this row of 33 parking spaces should only require three parking 
islands. Because we are providing two additional parking islands in this row, we 
would like this excess to make up for the lack of a parking island on front of the 
building. 

 
The following attachments are part of this application: 
 

Exhibit B – Includes Overall Site Plan and Preliminary plan, which have  
addressed the first round of comments from both the city and planning staff.  
 
Exhibit C - Building elevations.  
 

If you have any questions or need any clarification, please reach out to me directly at 
(512) 909-1677 or via email at nuresh11@yahoo.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
Nuresh Maknojia  
 
 
 
 
Project Manager | Foodie’s Corner 



INTERSECTION OF S. OLD TEMPLE 
RD & I-35
LORENA, TX 76630

FOODIE’S CORNER TRAVEL 
CENTER - LORENA

16611 WEST LITTLE YORK RD HOUSTON TX 77084
Tel: 281-679-5152    Fax: 281-398-8155

ADDRESS:

DESCRIPTION:

CUSTOMER MUST PROVIDE A DEDICATED DIRECT 120 VOLT 20 AMP 
CIRCUIT WITH DESIGNATED GROUND FOR SIGN ONLY WITHIN 6' OF 

SIGN LOCATION. UNITY SIGNS MUST BE NOTIFIED OF “OTHER 
VOLTAGES” PRIOR TO MANUFACTURE.

CLIENT NAME:

DRAWING NAME:

DATE CREATED: DESIGNER:

COPYRIGHT NOTICE: THIS ILLUSTRATION IS PROPERTY OF UNITY SIGN SYSTEMS, 
LLC. ANY REPRODUCTION OR EXHIBITION OF THIS ILLUSTRATION IS STRICTLY 

PROHIBITED. ©2020 UNITY SIGN SYSTEMS, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

CLIENT   SIGNATURE DATE

LANDLORD   SIGNATURE DATE

APPROVALS:
YOUR SIGNATURE ASSUMES ALL LIABILITY FOR THE 
DESIGN OF THE SIGN(S), SPELLINGS, COLORS, SIZES 
AND ALL RELATED ITEMS QUOTED.

ELECTRICAL DISCLAIMER:

REVISIONS

www . u n i t y s i g n s . c o m

INSTALLATIONS TO COMPLY WITH ALL 
APPLICABLE CITY AND NATIONAL CODES. 
ATTACHMENTS INDIVIDUALLY MOUNTED 
WITH  3/8”X5” NON-FERROUS BOLTS.

NOTE: THIS ILLUSTRATION IS TO SCALE WHEN PRINTED ON 11” X 17” PAPER
PRINTING ON ANY OTHER SIZE PAPER WILL CHANGE THE SCALE. 

PAGE #:
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PYLON SIGN
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Sign Layout.

Scale: 3/32” = 1’0”
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Paint & Material Colors

Project Details & Specifications

Fabricate And Install High-rise Truck Stop Pylon Sign.

A1: HHC Clear

 ACRYLIC COLORS
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Fabricate And Install High-rise Truck Stop Pylon Sign.

Yeti Logo Cabinet Sign:
Cabinet Frame: All Aluminum Extrusion Construction
Cabinet Face: 20. oz Flex Face Digitally Printed  (Double Sided Prints with UV 
Lamination).
Skin: .080 Aluminum Painted P1.
Retainer: 3”x 3 1/2”Aluminum Painted P1.
Illumination: White LEDs - US Made.
Power Supply: 60Watt 120 Volts LED Power Supply
Attachment: Sign Cabinet Will Be Welded To The Pipe
Pole: Steel Pole To Be Painted P8.

BODEGA Cabinet:
Cabinet Frame: All Aluminum Extrusion Construction
Cabinet Face: 20. oz Flex Face Digitally Printed  (Double Sided Prints with UV 
Lamination).
Skin: .080 Aluminum Painted P1.
Retainer: 3”x 3 1/2”Aluminum Painted P1.
Illumination: White LEDs - US Made.
Power Supply: 60Watt 120 Volts LED Power Supply
Attachment: Sign Cabinet Will Be Welded To The Pipe

Install Two 78” Digit LED Gas Pricing Cabinets By Sunshine Electronic Displays.

Install “Jack in the box” Sign Cabinets Provided By Others.
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CAUTION!!

EXISTING UNDERGROUND UTILITIES IN THE AREA CONTRACTOR
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DETERMINING THE  HORIZONTAL AND

VERTICAL LOCATION OF ALL UTILITIES PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.
CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY REPAIRS TO

EXISTING UTILITIES DUE TO DAMAGE INCURRED DURING
CONSTRUCTION. CONTRACTOR SHALL NOTIFY THE ENGINEER OF

ANY DISCREPANCIES ON THE PLANS.
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BENCHMARK LIST
BM#1 - SQUARE CUT ON TOP OF CONCRETE BASE METAL ELECTRIC
TRANSMISSION POLE NO. 136A, ±40' SOUTH OLD TEMPLE ROAD, APPROXIMATELY
150' EAST OF WHERE SOUTH OLD TEMPLE ROAD INTERSECTS THE FRONTAGE
ROAD OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 35.
ELEV: 592.45'

BM#2 - SURVEY CONTROL POINT
  GRID N: 10,467,456.29
  GRID E: 3,268,384.79
  ELEV: 589.70'

N
O

R
TH

NOTES
1. BEGIN DENIAL OF ACCESS LINE

STA: 1346 + 56.69
OFF: 215.00' R
REFERENCE: TXDOT PLANS OF PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY PROJECT, MCLENNAN
COUNTY, IH-35, CCSJ: 0015-02-48, CSJ: 0015-02-058

THIS PROPERTY DOES NOT INCLUDE ANY DENIAL OF ACCESS PER TXDOT PLANS 9

SITE DATA TABLE
GENERAL SITE DATA

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
LOT1, LORENA FC TRAVEL CENTER

(10.00 ACRES)

PROPOSED USE CONVENIENCE STORE WITH FUEL SALES

ZONING TBD

SITE DATA 10.00 ACRES (435,607 SF)

ADDRESS TBD

BUILDING DATA

BUILDING SQUARE FOOTAGE  19,000 S.F.

BUILDING HEIGHT 41' - 0"

PARKING DATA

REQUIRED STANDARD
PARKING SPACES
(CONVENIENCE STORE WITH
FUEL SALES)

1 SPACE FOR EACH 140 SF OF FLOOR AREA
PLUS 1 PARKING AREA PER 3 FUEL PUMPS

 TOTAL = 140 SPACES

REQUIRED ACCESSIBLE
PARKING SPACES 4 SPACES

ACCESSIBLE SPACES
PROVIDED 4 SPACES

STANDARD SPACES PROVIDED 94 SPACES

CAR FUELING SPACES
PROVIDED 20  SPACES

TOTAL CAR SPACES PROVIDED 118 SPACES

PROVIDED TRUCK SPACES 28 SPACES

TRUCK FUELING SPACES
PROVIDED 7 SPACES

TOTAL TRUCK SPACES
PROVIDED 35 SPACES

TOTAL PARKING SPACES
PROVIDED 153 SPACES
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Filtrated, Horizontal Install Exterior wall finishWS - 1
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STUCCO Roof Underside

Manufacturer: Dur-a-flex
Type: Poly-crete MDB
Color: Dark Grey
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Mullions 
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WS - 3

S - 1
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Copyright of Spector Knapp & Baughman, Ltd. Contractor shall verify and be responsible for all field dimensions and conditions and shall notify designer of any discrepancies before proceeding with the project.
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SCALE:  1/8" = 1'-0"3 Elevation 5 - a

SCALE:  1/8" = 1'-0"4 Elevation 6 - a



City of Lorena 

FY 2024 Audit

Report to the City Council

February 18, 2025



Agenda

• Financial Audit Overview

• Results of the Audit

• Financial Observations

• Internal Controls and Compliance

• Required Communications



Financial Audit Overview

• Management’s responsibility:
• To prepare the financial statements and select accounting policies 

and procedures

• Auditor’s responsibility:
• Conduct the audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 

standards 

• Obtain reasonable assurance the financial statements are free of 
material misstatements

• Examine evidence supporting amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements

• Assess accounting principles used and estimates made by management

• Evaluate the overall financial statement presentation



Financial Audit Overview

• Significant Accounting Estimates

• Net pension and OPEB liabilities and related outflows and inflows



Results of the Audit

• Unmodified Opinion

• In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position as of September 30, 
2024, and the changes in financial position and cash flows for 
the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America.



Financial Observations
Government-Wide Net Position
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Financial Observations
General Fund – Changes in Fund Balance

2024 2023

Revenues $  1,921,848 $  2,090,200

Expenditures (1,703,885) (1,954,833)

Other financing uses (160,572) (80,611)

Net change in   fund 

balance
$       57,391     $       54,756     



Financial Observations
General Fund – Compliance with Budget

Budget Actual Variance

Revenues $ 1,904,371 2,048,539 144,168

Expenditures (1,904,371) (2,010,407) (106,036)

Net change in   

fund balance
$               -   38,132 38,132



Financial Observations
Enterprise Funds Operations

2024 2023

Operating revenue $   2,714,618 $   2,511,868

Operating expenses (2,346,574) (2,068,875)

Operating income 368,044 442,993

Nonoperating income 121,740 155,732

Net transfers (137,200) (107,100)

Change in net position $      352,314 $      491,625



Internal Controls and Compliance

• Considered internal controls to design audit procedures, but not 
to express opinion on the effectiveness of controls.

• No material weaknesses noted. 

• Performed procedures on compliance with Public Funds 
Investment Act and state competitive bidding requirements.

• No material instances of noncompliance noted.



Required Communications

• Letter to City Council

• Management Representation Letter and 
Summary of Uncorrected Misstatements



Questions?
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-0218-01 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP IN THE 

ATMOS CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE; AND 

AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF FIVE CENTS PER 

CAPITA TO THE ATMOS CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE TO 

FUND REGULATORY AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

RELATED TO ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Lorena is a regulatory authority under the Gas Utility Regulatory Act 

(GURA) and has exclusive original jurisdiction over the rates and services of 

Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division (Atmos) within the municipal 

boundaries of the city; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Atmos Cities Steering Committee (ACSC) has historically intervened in Atmos 

rate proceedings and gas utility related rulemakings to protect the interests of 

municipalities and gas customers residing within municipal boundaries; and 

 

WHEREAS, ACSC is participating in Railroad Commission dockets and projects, as well as 

court proceedings and legislative activities, affecting gas utility rates; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City would like to become a member of ACSC; and 

 

WHEREAS, in order for ACSC to continue its participation in these activities which affects the 

provision of gas utility service and the rates to be charged, it must assess its 

members for such costs; NOW THEREFORE, 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LORENA, TEXAS: 

 

I. 

 

That the City is authorized to become a member in the Atmos Cities Steering Committee 

to protect the interests of the City of Lorena and protect the interests of the customers of Atmos 

Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division residing and conducting business within the City limits. 

 

II. 

 

The City is further authorized to pay its 2025 assessment to the ACSC in the amount of 

five cents ($0.05) per capita. 

 

III. 

 

 A copy of this Resolution and approved assessment fee payable to “City of Arlington, c/o 

Atmos Cities Steering Committee,” shall be sent to: 



ACSC Membership Resolution 2025-0218-01 2 

 

City of Arlington 

Brandi Stigler 

PO Box 90231 

Arlington, Texas 76004 

 

 

PRESENTED AND PASSED on this the 18th day of February, 2025, by a vote of ______ ayes 

and ______ nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Lorena, Texas. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

        Tommy Ross, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Monica Hendrix, City Secretary 
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STAFF REPORT ON ASSESSMENT RESOLUTION 

FOR ATMOS CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE 

Purpose of the Resolution: 

Most municipalities have retained original jurisdiction over gas utility rates and services 

within municipal limits. The Atmos Cities Steering Committee (“ACSC”) is composed of 186 

municipalities in the service area of Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division that have 

retained original jurisdiction.  Atmos is a monopoly provider of natural gas.  Because Atmos has 

no competitors, regulation of the rates that it charges its customers is the only way that cities can 

ensure that natural gas rates are fair.  Working as a coalition to review the rates charged by Atmos 

allows cities to accomplish more collectively than each city could do acting alone.  Cities have 

more than 100 years experience in regulating natural gas rates in Texas. 

ACSC is the largest coalition of cities served by Atmos Mid-Tex.  There are 186 ACSC 

member cities, which represent more than 60 percent of the total load served by Atmos-Mid Tex.  

ACSC protects the authority of municipalities over the monopoly natural gas provider and defends 

the interests of residential and small commercial customers within the cities.  Although many of 

the activities undertaken by ACSC are connected to rate cases (and therefore expenses are 

reimbursed by the utility), ACSC also undertakes additional activities on behalf of municipalities 

for which it needs funding support from its members. 

The ACSC Membership Assessment Supports Important Activities: 

ACSC is actively involved in rate cases, appeals, rulemakings, and legislative efforts 

impacting the rates charged by Atmos within the City.  These activities will continue throughout 

the calendar year.  It is possible that additional efforts will be necessary on new issues that arise 

during the year, and it is important that ACSC be able to fund its participation on behalf of its 

member cities.  A per capita assessment has historically been used, and is a fair method for the 

members to bear the burdens associated with the benefits received from that membership. 

Explanation of Resolution Paragraphs: 

I. This paragraph authorizes the continuation of the City’s membership in ACSC. 

II. This paragraph authorizes payment of the City’s assessment to the ACSC in the 

amount of five cents ($0.05) per capita. 

III. This paragraph requires notification that the City has adopted the Resolution.  

Payment of Assessment 

The assessment payment check should be made out to “City of Arlington, c/o Atmos Cities 

Steering Committee,” and mailed to City of Arlington, Brandi Stigler, PO Box 90231, Arlington, 

Texas 76004. 



 

1 

2024 ACSC 
Newsletter 
 

2024 YEAR IN  

REVIEW ISSUE 
This past year was a busy one 

for ACSC. This annual review 

highlights the significant events 

of 2024 that impacted ACSC and 

what’s on the horizon next year. 

ATMOS CITIES STEERING COMMITTEE                                                                                          www.atmoscitiessteeringcommittee.org 

ACSC Thanks Outgoing President Jennifer Richie 

The Atmos Cities Steering Committee offered its sincere thanks in 2024 to Jennifer Richie, who resigned her post as 
City Attorney for the City of Waco. With her Aug. 12 departure, Ms. Richie also left her post as head of ACSC, a position 
she has held with distinction since 2014. 

 
Thomas Brocato, general counsel for ACSC, praised Ms. Richie for her leadership. “Jennifer is the consummate  

professional and a great friend. It has been my pleasure partnering with her over the years.” 
 

Waco Mayor Jim Holmes also expressed his thanks. “We are appreciative of Jennifer's contributions to our city — her 
expertise and dedication have been vital in navigating the com-
plex landscape of municipal governance,” he said. 

 
Richie, who received her law degree in 1998 from the Paul 

M. Hebert Law Center at Louisiana State University, said she is 
leaving her post to pursue other opportunities. She praised the 
City of Waco’s legal team and said “it has been a true joy”  
working with her colleagues during a period of unprecedented 
growth for the city. “I have been so lucky to lead a legal team 
made up of smart, talented, and diligent professionals,” she said. 
“I am confident that this team will continue to excel and support 
Waco's growth and development.” 

 
On December 17, 2014, ACSC held a quarterly meeting at the 

Arlington Convention Center during with Ms. Richie was elected 
as president to replace Jay Doegey, who had retired from the 
City of Arlington.  

 

 With Ms. Richie’s departure, the ACSC officers for 2025 
are Chair Meg Jakubik, Treasurer David Johnson, and  
Secretary Lupe Orozco. The vice chair position remains open. 

From left: Lloyd Gosselink attorney Jamie Mauldin, outgoing ACSC 

Chair Jennifer Ritchie, and Lloyd Gosselink attorney Thomas Brocato 
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ACSC Welcomed New Members in 2024 
The Atmos Cities Steering Committee welcomed two new members in 2024 — the town of Bartonville and the city 

of Llano. Bartonville and Llano became ACSC’s 185th and 186th members respectively. 
 

Town of Bartonville. Located eight miles south of Denton in south central Denton County, Bartonville was settled 
in 1878, and by 1890 had twenty-five residents, a general store, a gristmill, and cotton gin — all owned by the family of 
the town's namesake, T. Bent Barton. The present town of Bartonville, which incorporated in 1973, continues to grow 
as part of the general development of the area north of the Dallas / Fort Worth International Airport. 

  
City of Llano. The county seat of Llano County, this Central Texas municipality was founded in 1855 as a frontier 

trading hub. Various 19th century buildings remain standing in the city’s historic downtown area — including the 
charming Llano County courthouse, which was completed in 1893; and the grey granite building known as the Red Top 
Jail, built in 1895.  

 

Welcome aboard Bartonville and Llano!  

Atmos West Texas Seeks $66.1 Million Hike; ACSC  
Intervenes for Consumers 

Atmos Energy has filed paperwork seeking to increase 
system-wide base rates in its West Texas Division by  
approximately $66.1 million. If approved, annual  
revenues received from the incorporated areas of that 
division would increase by approximately $26.9 million, 
which equates to 32.27 percent, excluding gas costs.  
Average monthly residential bills also would go up by 
about $16.66, or 10 percent, according to the company’s 
Oct. 25 filing. The company seeks a rate of return of 8.21 
percent. 

 

In addition to establishing new rates, the company 
seeks in its filing to establish a new “System Safety and 
Integrity Rider” through which it could recover expenses 
for inspection activities, incremental leak surveying,  
pipeline integrity testing, and other associated costs.  
Atmos likewise seeks to obtain approval to recover cloud 
computing costs through the interim Gas Reliability  
Infrastructure Program, and it seeks approval to increase 
limits on recoverable meals and lodging expenditures. 

 

ACSC has intervened in the matter. The case number 
is 00018879. 

 

Atmos Rev Rider Filing  
On Oct. 15, the Texas Railroad Commission ordered a 

$38,875,709 reduction in Atmos Pipeline Texas rates, the  
result of a utility filing earlier in the year through the  
Rider Revenue Adjustment process.  

 

Under the new Rev Rider Adjustment, the city gate  
capacity charge decreased by $.100616, bringing the new 
charge to $20.30379. Measured in million British thermal 

units of maximum gas quantity flowing over the pipeline 
system, the charge gets allocated in an indirect fashion to 
residential customers. According to ACSC calculations, 
typical bills would decrease by approximately $1.20 per 
month as a result. 

 

The effective date was Nov. 1, 2024. More  
information can be found at the Railroad Commission 
website, under Case No. 00018176. 

 

Rate Review Mechanism and GRIP 
Atmos has a statutory right to an annual rate increase 

associated with recovery of capital investment made in 
the preceding 12 months. The statutory right to recovery 
of capital costs is pursuant to a process referred to as Gas  
Reliability Infrastructure Program (also known as “GRIP,” 
see below). However, ACSC has always objected to GRIP 
as piecemeal ratemaking because it does not evaluate 
rising revenues or declining expenses that may offset the 
need for a rate increase associated with increased capital 
investment. 

 

Additionally, cities are not entitled to challenge any 
portion of a GRIP filing as unreasonable. In response, 
ACSC negotiated a Rate Review Mechanism (“RRM”) with  
Atmos as a substitute for GRIP. The RRM has no existence 
in statutes and exists only pursuant to city ordinances. 

 

Environs (areas outside municipal limits) are subject 
to GRIP, and some non-ACSC member cities have chosen 
to remain under GRIP. ACSC current rates are lower than 
GRIP rates, and research has shown that consumer out-
comes under the RRM process are generally better than 
under GRIP. 

 

2024 Rate Case Round-Up 
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RRC Chair Craddick Elected to Third Term 
Railroad Commission Chair Christi Craddick has won reelection for her third term to the powerful energy-related 

regulatory agency. 
 

In addition to regulating the Texas oil and gas industries, the Railroad Commission oversees gas utility regulatory 
matters. The GCCC intervenes in gas utility rate cases at the Railroad Commission. 

 

As a top campaign issue, Craddick pointed to the growth of the Texas oil and gas industries during her  
tenure. She also criticized federal regulations intended to reduce emissions and fight climate change but that she said 
would damage the fossil fuel industries. 

 
Each of Craddick’s opponents — Democrat Katherine Culbert, Libertarian Hawk Dunlap, and Green Party  

Candidate Eddie Espinoza —called for reform, arguing that the fossil fuel industry exerts too much control over the 
Railroad Commission. 

 

Because the Texas Railroad Commission regulates the economically and politically powerful Texas fossil fuel  
industry, a seat there has been called one of the nation’s most important elected offices relating to energy.  

Atmos RRM Filings  
Mid-Tex RRM. On April 1, Atmos Energy filed its  

annual Rate Revenue Mechanism rate case for the RRM 
cities of its Mid-Tex Division. The company initially sought 
a $196.8 million annual revenue increase on a system-
wide basis. The initial request was reduced to $182.5  
million due to limitations in the RRM tariff. ACSC  
consultants conducted a review of the filing and prepared 
a report identifying other potential decreases totaling 
$32.9 million. The company subsequently agreed to settle 
for a $164.7 million increase, or a reduction of $32.1  
million from its initial request. 

 

West Texas RRM. On April 1, Atmos filed its annual 
RRM request for its West Texas service territory. As filed, 
the request would have resulted in a $6.7 million revenue 
increase for affected customers. The initial request for the  
utility’s West Texas Division was subsequently reduced to 
$5.8 million due to limitations in the RRM tariff.  
Consultants for the Cities Served by Atmos West Texas 
conducted a review of the filing and prepared a report 
identifying more potential decreases totaling $2.7 million. 
The company subsequently agreed to settle for a $4.3 
million increase, or a reduction of $2.4 million from its 
initial request. 

 

Atmos GRIP Filings  
Mid-Tex. On May 14, the Texas Railroad Commission 

approved an interim $173.4 million increase for the  
environs in the Atmos Mid-Tex region, of which 
$8,529,031 is recoverable from the 97,217 customers 
subject to the order.  

 
Atmos made the rate request on February 23 under the 
state’s GRIP statute. The residential charge set in the last  

environs base rate case in 2018 was $17.05. Since then, 
six consecutive GRIP cases have added $29.06 to the  
customer charge (including $6.73 in the current filing). 
With the new Railroad Commission action, the  
residential customer charge in the environs will be 
$46.11, or more than 170 percent of the charge set in 
the last rate case. More information in Case No. 
00016391. 

 

Atmos West Texas. On May 14, the Texas Railroad 
Commission approved a $16.8 million increase for the 
Atmos West Texas region, of which $1,379,450 is  
recoverable from 25,257 customers subject to the order. 
Atmos made the rate request on February 23 under the 
state’s GRIP statute. The residential charge set in the last 
base rate case was $16.10. Since then, six consecutive 
GRIP cases have added $19.01 to the environs customer 
charge (including $3.62 in the current filing), more than 
doubling the charge set in the 2018 rate case. With the 
new Railroad Commission action, the residential  
customer charge now becomes $35.11. Find more  
information in Case No. 00016393. 

 

Atmos Pipeline. On May 14, the Texas Railroad  
Commission approved an $82,440,179 million increase for 
Atmos Pipeline Texas. The company requested the  
increase on February 27. The increase represents the first 
such GRIP adjustment for Atmos Pipeline Texas since the 
last base rate case (Case No. 00013758) in 2023. The  
adjustment adds $2.12 to the Atmos Pipeline capacity 
charge, bringing the total to $20.35. (The capacity charge 
is measured in million British thermal units of MDQ, 
where MDQ is defined as the maximum daily quantity of 
gas over the pipeline system). Find more information in 
Case No. 00016396. 
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RRC Approves Gas Conservation Program Rules 

However, the agency has no authority over Railroads, and members of the public often report confusion about the 
agency’s mission. 

 

The elected officials who sit on the three-member commission serve six-year terms and run in staggered elections. 
As such, one commission is always up for re-election every two years. 

 

All Railroad commissioners have been Republicans since the mid-1990s. 

New regulations to implement House Bill 2263, state  

legislation that authorized gas utilities to create  
ratepayer-supported energy conservation programs,  
received final approval in 2024. 

 

HB 2263 specifies that local gas distribution  
companies such as Atmos in the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
and CenterPoint in Houston can offer energy conservation 
programs to their residential and commercial customers. 
The legislation also sets forth rules for cost recovery by 
utilities. 

 

The Texas Railroad Commission adopted the final 
rules on March 20 after a public comment period and  
input from various stakeholders, including the Atmos 
Cities Steering Committee. As adopted, the rules establish 
a new section in state law, 16 Texas Administrative Code 
§7.480, that specifically addresses the implementation of 
Energy Conservation Programs by gas utilities. 

 

The Details 
• The new rules create a cost cap for energy  

conservation programs, such that the maximum 
rate for them may not exceed a volumetric charge 
of $0.20 per Mcf for residential and commercial 
customers. The rate increase due to an ECP 
charge would be no more than approximately 1.2 
percent of the 2023 average cost of residential 
gas service in Texas according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. Various stakeholder 

groups supported this change. 
• The final adopted rules did not include a cost-

effectiveness standard for the conservation  
programs, although commission staff indicated 
that they may revisit the issue after the program 
is up and running. ASCC and other stakeholder 
groups recommended the inclusion of such a 
standard. 

• The rules did not include a contested case  
prudence review of costs, as recommended by 
consumer and city groups, including the ACSC. 

• The rule included a 120-day deadline in which 
commission staff must complete its  
administrative review of an ECP application. This 
deadline was suggested by ACSC. 

• ACSC asked that the Commission allow program 
modifications more frequently than once every 
three years. The Commission pointed to its  
limited staff resources and said that once every 
year would not be manageable. However, it 
agreed with ACSC that once every three years is 
too infrequent, so the Commission included a 
provision in the final rule to allow new program 
applications every other year. 

• The final rule contemplates an annual review of 
the ECP rate to ensure rates match ECP costs, as 
suggested by ACSC. Staff will instruct the local 
distribution company to adjust its ECP rate for the 
next program year if the rate needs to be  
adjusted. 

For more questions or concerns regarding any ACSC matter or communication, please contact the following  
representative, who will be happy to provide assistance: 

Thomas L. Brocato 
(512) 322-5857 

tbrocato@lglawfirm.com 

Jamie Mauldin 
(512) 322-5890 

jmauldin@lglawfirm.com 

2025 ACSC Meetings 
March 6 

June 12 — Virtual 

September 11  

December  11— Virtual  

2025 Officers 
Chair—Meg Jakubik (Bedford) 

Vice Chair—Open 

Secretary—Lupe Orozco (Keller) 

Treasurer—David Johnson (Arlington) 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB2263
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Atmos Reports Fiscal Year Earnings for 2024 

RRC Makes Big Legislative Ask for IT Funding 

Atmos Energy made $2.9 billion in capital expenditures during the fiscal year ending Sept. 30 — an increase from 
the $2.8 billion in capital expenditures it made during the prior fiscal year. 

 

The company also expects to make another $3.7 billion in capital expenditures during the 2025 fiscal year. 
 
Those top-line capital expenditure numbers were among the highlights of a conference call conducted by Atmos 

executives on Nov. 7. Atmos Energy also released additional regulatory information to investment analysts on the call. 
 

Fiscal Year Data 
• Atmos reports that about $1.3 billion in 2024 capital spending — or 83 percent of this year’s $2.9 billion total 

— was used to repair and replace transmission and distribution pipelines. 
• Atmos reported $854.5 million in distribution income and $500.9 million in pipeline income during the 2024 

fiscal year. That compares to $692.6 million in distribution income and $364.5 million in 2023 pipeline income 
during the prior fiscal year. 

• Some of the key income drivers in 2024 were a $219.2 million net increase from distribution rate adjustments 
and $68.4 million from pipeline rate adjustments. 

The Railroad Commission would receive tens of  
millions of dollars in additional funding for new hardware,  
software, and information technology-related capital  
projects, under a budgeting request issued by the agency 
in advance of the 89th Texas Legislature. 

 

In all, the commission has requested $466,560,272 in 
biennial funding, with revenues from fees and surcharges  
covering 34.9 percent of its request and tax-supported 
General Revenue sources comprising 41.2 percent. The 
federal government will provide 23.3 percent. 

 

But the “last big ask” in its Legislative Appropriations 
Request is for IT, according to Railroad Commission  
chairwoman Christi Craddick. “We have to work to get 
more data,” she said, according to media reports. 

 

Some details: 
 

Microfilm Digitization — $907,496 
The agency endeavors to make all oil and gas records 

available digitally online for use by the public. However,  
records held at the district offices won’t be completely 
digitized until the end of the 2025 fiscal year. The agency  
requests $907,496 to complete this project. 

 
Oversight and Safety Regulatory Filing Systems — 
$6,288,068 

The Railroad Commission collects multiple reports 
with large amounts of data from natural gas utilities  

related to the sale of natural gas. The Commission uses 
this data to audit utility companies and ensure the  
accuracy of collected Natural Gas Utility Taxes. As such, 
the agency requests $6,288,068 to create a new online 
filing system to make reporting easier for utility  
companies and an Alternative Fuels Online System to 
streamline the permitting process for operators. 

 

Data Center Services Adjustment — $7,700,000 
The agency seeks an additional $7,700,000 to fund 

Data Center Services (DCS) for the biennium. The agency 
says the extra funding is needed because its DCS costs are 
estimated to increase by 50.5 percent beyond the 2024-
2025 appropriated amount. 

 

Capital Budget— $40,844,771 
The agency seeks capital spending authority totaling 

$40,844,771 for four capital projects: $21,475,647 for  
mainframe modernization; $15,280,374 for Data Center 
Services capital expenditures; $3,000,000 for Inspection 
and Enforcement Tracking and Reporting System  
upgrades; and $1,088,750 for new personal computers. 

 

In addition, the agency notes that funding from the 
2021 Infrastructure and Investment Jobs Act supports or 
is anticipated to support several programs including well 
plugging and site remediation activities, the Commission’s 
Brownfields program, and a program providing for the 
remediation of pre-1977 mining sites in Texas. 
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SUBJECT:  Discussion and possible action authorizing the City of Lorena to retire K9 Drogen 

into the care of his former handler, Jay Greer. Discussion and possible action authorizing the 

Chief of Police to enter into a contract between the City of Lorena and Jay Greer regarding the 

terms of Drogen’s retirement.   

 

BACKGROUND: On February 11, 2025, Officer Jay Greer resigned his employment with the 

City of Lorena.  This presented a situation where his K9 partner, Drogen, was without a handler.  

The options available to the City of Lorena are to keep Drogen or transfer ownership.  While 

continuing Drogen as a working asset is possible, I do not feel this is the best course of action.  

My reasoning is outlined below. 

 

1. Care for Drogen – If the City of Lorena decides to keep Drogen, we are now responsible 

for his care.  Besides boarding Drogen, the City of Lorena does not have the quarters and 

accommodations to house the canine. 

 

2. Handler – If the City of Lorena were to keep Drogen, the Lorena Police Department 

would be tasked with hiring/selecting a new handler.  While this is feasible, it would 

demand extensive time and money.  Moreover, it could disrupt the strong bond that 

Drogen and Jay have developed over the years.  Introducing a new person into this 

relationship may not be the best course of action. 

 

3. Financial obligation – As you are aware, the K9 program incurs substantial costs.  The 

need to board, care, and maintain Drogen is a significant financial 

obligation.  Additionally, the prospect of hiring and training another handler would 

impose an unbudgeted financial burden on the City of Lorena. 

 

4. Canine availability – Without our own K9 team, the City of Lorena would depend on 

others to provide this resource.  This is commonplace as other departments our size do 

not have a dedicated program.  We are fortunate to have a great working relationship with 

those departments and even have an available Waco PD K9 team who lives within our 

ISD district.    

 

5. And finally, the most compelling reason for me is to do what I believe is right.  Officer 

Greer joined us in 2018, and Drogen became part of our team in 2020.  Since then, they 

have worked tirelessly for the citizens of this community, achieving remarkable feats.  A 

canine's working life typically spans 5-7 years, considering various factors.  In Drogen's 

case, the most crucial factor is his health.  Drogen recently underwent surgery for a torn 

ligament,  a clear sign that his best working years are behind him and his working life is 

limited.   

 

 



RECOMMENDATION: City staff recommends the council’s review and approval of the 

transfer of Drogen into the care of Jay Greer, effective February 19, 2025. 
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CANINE OWNERSHIP/TRANSFER AGREEMENT 
 

 

 This Canine Ownership/Transfer Agreement (“Transfer Agreement”) is entered into by and 

between the CITY OF LORENA, TEXAS (“City”) and JAY GREER, a resigning officer of the 

Lorena Police Department (“Officer”).  The purpose of this Agreement is to set forth the terms 

under which the City will transfer a canine named “Drogen” to Officer.  The canine named 

“Drogen” shall hereinafter be referred to as “Canine”.  The parties agree as follows: 

 

 1. This Transfer Agreement is entered into pursuant to the authority granted by Article 

III, Section 52l of the Texas Constitution and Chapter 614, subchapter L of the Texas Government 

Code.   

 

 2. In consideration of the agreements herein made by Officer, City transfers 

ownership and title of Canine to Officer effective February 19, 2025 (“Effective Date”).  From and 

after the Effective Date, Officer shall have sole ownership of Canine and complete responsibility 

for the care and maintenance of Canine. 

 

 3. It is found by the City that Canine is suitable for transfer and surplus to the needs 

of the City because of a medical condition that limits the ability of Canine to perform its duties 

within the K-9 corps of the Police Department of the City of Lorena. 

 

 4. Officer warrants and represents that he is fully capable of humanely caring for the 

Canine and will provide for the health, care and maintenance of the Canine once ownership is 

transferred to Officer from the City.  Officer further warrants and represents that he is Canine’s 

former handler at the City of Lorena Police Department.  Officer agrees that Officer shall be solely 

responsible to assure that Canine will interact safely with persons after the date of transfer.  

 

 5. Pursuant to the authority of Section 614.214, Texas Government Code, title to the 

Canine is transferred without charge, other than the agreements set forth herein, to Officer. 

 

 6. As consideration for the transfer of the Canine, Officer agrees to humanely care for 

the Canine, including providing food, shelter and regular and appropriate veterinary care including 

medication, to properly provide for Canine’s health.  Officer further agrees to comply with all state 

and local laws applicable to keeping domestic animals.  Officer further agrees to notify the City if 

he becomes unable to humanely care for the Canine.  In the event Officer notifies the City that he 

is unable to care for the Canine, Officer must transfer the Canine back to the City at the City’s 

request.   

 

 7. In further consideration for the transfer of the Canine from the City to Officer, 

Officer agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City of and from any and all claims for injury, 

death, or property damage of whatsoever kind, caused or alleged to have been caused by Canine 

after the Effective Date. 
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 8. Officer agrees that Canine shall not be used in any manner for police or law 

enforcement purposes after Canine is transferred to Officer.  Additionally, Officer agrees not to 

enter into any contract to make use of the Canine for any security, drug interdiction, or law 

enforcement purpose.  Further, Officer agrees not to lend, rent or lease the Canine to any person 

or law enforcement agency for any purpose that relates to law enforcement or drug interdiction.  

 

 9. Pursuant to Section 614.215, Texas Government Code, the City of Lorena is not 

liable in civil damages for any damage arising from the transfer of Canine, including damages 

arising from Canine’s law enforcement training.  Further, the City is not liable for veterinary 

expenses of Canine, including expenses associated with the care for a condition of Canine that 

existed before or at the time of transfer, regardless of whether the City was aware of the condition.  

 

 10. Nothing herein shall waive the City’s sovereign or governmental immunity to suit 

or liability. 

 

 11. The obligations of this Transfer Agreement shall continue to be effective until the 

death of Canine.  

 

 12. City transfers Canine to Officer “as is” and with all faults and conditions.  The City 

makes no warranty or representation as to the condition, health or safety of Canine.  Officer accepts 

Canine in its present condition.   

 

 13. This Transfer Agreement constitutes the sole and only agreement and 

understanding between the parties with respect to the subject matter of this Transfer Agreement 

and no other warranties, representations, or terms of any kind exist.  

 

 This Transfer Agreement is entered into on February 19, 2025. 

 

 

       __________________________________ 

       SCOTT HOLT, Chief of Police 

       CITY OF LORENA 

 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 

COUNTY OF McLENNAN  § 

 

 This instrument was acknowledged before me on February ______, 2025 by Scott Holt, 

Chief of Police, City of Lorena. 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Notary Public, State of Texas  
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       __________________________________ 

       JAY GREER  

 

 

 

 

THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 

COUNTY OF McLENNAN  § 

 

 This instrument was acknowledged before me on February ______, 2025 by Jay Greer. 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Notary Public, State of Texas  

 



LORENA POLICE DEPARTMENT

COUNCIL REPORT

JANUARY 2025



CALLS FOR 
SERVICE BY 
TYPE –
JANUARY 2025

DESCRIPTION # OF CALLS

BURGLAR ALARM 1

ABANDONED VEHICLE 2

ACCIDENT 8

ANIMAL CALL 2

ASSIST CITIZEN 2

ASSIST MOTORIST 12

ASSIST OTHER AGENCIES 13

ASSIST OTHER AGENCIES-K9 2

BURGLARY 2

CIVIL MATTER 2

DISTURBANCE 1

DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE 1

EMS 12

FIRE 4

FOLLOW UP 12

FOOT PATROL 31

HARRASSMENT 2

LIFTING ASSISTANCE 1

MUTUAL AID 1

PANIC ALARM 1

RECKLESS DAMAGE OR DESTRUCTION 1

RECKLESS DRIVING 4

SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES 3

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 1

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 6

TERRORISTIC THREAT 1

THEFT 1

TRAFFIC COMPLAINTS 2

TRAFFIC CONTROL 2

TRAFFIC HAZARD 6

VCO - DOG 4

VCO-NOISE VIOLATION 1

VIOLATION OF CITY ORDINANCE 1

WARRANT SERVICE 1

WELFARE CONCERN 7

TOTAL 153



CALLS FOR 
SERVICE –
DETAILED 
• 1/7/25- Assist LVFD on a house fire on Brandy Hill. Fire was 

contained to one bedroom and home was saved from major 
damage. One patient transported for smoke inhalation.

• 1/9/25- Multiple crashes S/B IH-35 between MM 322 &321

• 1/17/25- Welfare concern regarding elderly male at 
Brookshire's. Subject was later found to reside in the Tyler area 
and is diagnosed with Alzheimer's with severe cognitive 
impairment. Officer Board stayed with him until his son could 
arrive to take care of him.

• 1/25/25- Assist Troy PD on felony stop of vehicle. Suspect 
vehicle reported to have pointed a firearm at another motorist. 
Suspect was taken into custody and charged.

• 1/28/25- Reported of a Theft that occurred at 100 Lasso Loop of 
construction material. Case ongoing.

• 1/30/25- IH-35 MM 323 on flooding of the interstate 
southbound. Two lanes of the interstate were shut down until 
TXDOT was able to clear the drain and let the water recede. 
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ARRESTS

Total Arrests- 4

• Wanted person from Fayette County Sheriff's Office for Possession of Dangerous Drugs.
• Wanted person from Aransas County Sheriff's Office for Sexual Assault of a Child.
• Wanted person from Lorena PD for Duty on striking unattended vehicle.
• Subject arrested for Assault cause bodily injury to a family member.



INVESTIGATIONS
• Burglary of a Building- exterior building of Brookshire 

Brother's was broken into. Large number of cigarettes 
taken from building.



K-9 DEPLOYMENT/SEIZURES 

TOTAL DEPLOYMENTS: 5 

DEPLOYMENT FOR NEIGHBORING AGENGIES: 2

LORENA UNIT DEPLOYMENTS: 3

SEIZURES OF DRUGS: 4; DRUG PARAPHERNALIA: 6

ALCOHOL SEIZURE: 1

DRUG TYPES: MARIJUANA, METHAMPHETAMINE, 
VODKA,  



WELCOME MIREYA QUETZ!!!- 
SRO AT LORENA HIGH SCHOOL
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